The sublime privilege of standing erect, with the eyes directed to the star-decked vault of heaven, has been exclusively granted to man, and confers on him peculiar advantages and dignity, i'o preserve to him this valuable attitude, the all-wise Creator has constructed the spine like a pyramid, differing, indeed, from the motionless piles of architecture, for its mechanism is inimitable: still, from its shape, it has been long compared to two pyramids with a common base ; but the upper one, that is formed of the twenty-four true vertebrae, by which the several motions of the trunk of the body are performed, is the particular subject of our lucubrations and observation, because it is the seat of the diseases and deformities intended to be discussed and treated of in this essay.
It will not be necessary to enter into a minute anatomical description of the spinal column ; it will be almost sufficient to observe, that it is formed of twenty-four joints, which are moveable, strongly conjoined, and, as a whole, admit of consi- 
